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Seclusion in the Seychelles.

Delicate Balance
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How to find
paradise without
losing it.
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HE ONLY TIME 1 LOST MY TEMPER WITH
a guest was when a couple were driving
theirgolfcartback from dinner one night
and hit Brutus, and then just kept going,”
confided Andy Payne, the Wilderness Safaris vi-
sionarybehind NorthIsland, aswe sat in the shade
of a takamaka tree in the spectacular Seychelles
archipelago. Brutus, it turns out, is a century-old
Aldabra tortoise, one of the rarest species on our
planet. “We found him the next morning on the
side of the road seriously injured and flewina doc-
tor who saved his life. I firmly addressed my con-
cernswith the guests,”
It was one of several stories that Andy shared
with me about the challenges of managing tour-
ism's impact on North Island. Despite our love

affair with them, wrapped in images of swaying
palms and gin-clear lagoons, the truth is that is-
lands and humans have had a very mixed relation-
ship. Think of islands as fragile planets in a galaxy
ofwater, For millions of years they have evolvedin
isolation, which means they represent some of the
most sensitive ecosystems in existence - delicate
balances of life so finely tuned to a unique biologi-
cal thythm that careless disturbances by an influx
of peaple can lead to their demise. There is evena
term forit; paradise lost,

North Island's goal is to reverse that trend. Lo-
cated just below the equator in the Indian Ocean,
itisone of the world's only granitic islands, dating
back to the supercontinent of Gondwana, which
split apart in prehistoric times, separating India










