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Diving heaven in the Iudian Ocean
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The ultimate shopping trip
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Colfing luxury in the Caribbean
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OUR EXPERT

Oreren Blackhurstisa
former editor-in-chisf
of Golf Prek magamine.
Hewas cnthe 16th

gre=n with the plaperns
wheen Europe won the
Byder Cupin 2008.

'Playing golfin Punta
Cana was astudy m
‘breathtalimg huorury.
In shart, 's galf for
the dscerning, well-
beselesd pllayer”

= The Colle

'I terrifie

Ve Orween Black luirst

Purta Cana, Bpen. Sinking Further into the Jacuzsi clutching
a cigarthe size of Corowall and an eye-watering Cuba Libre,
1 watch as the roaring sun melhts to black over the distant
maourtairs and decide that Christopher Columbus should be
given a posthumous seard for services to golf.

1w in 1452 that his vessel, the Santa Maria, firstlanded on
the morthwest coast of the islhind he ramed Hispaniola — bwa-
thirds of which is pow the Dominican Republic. Despite a
tricky start to life as a tourist destination, plagued by food
hygier= problems, the lackofa direct non-charter flight from
the UK and a reputation as ‘the budget Carbbean’, the country,
ard Punia Cara in particular, is mow out of short trousens and
ready to dioe at the top tahle of Toxary golf trawel.

Tom Fazio, Jsck Nicklasus and Mick Faldo are & few of thehig
dogs of internistional course anchitecture to have rolled into
PuntaCana and left thesrbranded pirs oo the map, Throwin the
glomious weather, the new teice -weskhy Briish Airsays flight
ta Punta Cana airport and the suprems levels of service at
Punta Cana's uber high-end resorts, and you can see why
Calurcbrus deserves the award.

[doo't know about your galfing proclivities, but ['m & socker
fiar am el evabed par-thres, acd the 1Tth bale of the Nick Faldo
Legacy Course at Roen Ei is among the grastest and most
aesthetically pleasing short holes that 've played — and that
includes the 17th at Sawgrass apd the Postage Stamp at Raoyal
Tropa. In fact, the coumnse a5 5 whale is an absohibes bedter,

C BRI rages

A To bookor for more information, go 1o ba.comythecollection or call 1844 453 07532













