
FASHION LEGEND AND DESIGNER TO THE STARS

OSCAR DE LA RENTA
INvITES uS INTO HIS CARIBBEAN pARADISE

‘Every home should be welcoming, an oasis’

Intended to complement its idyllic surroundings in his homeland of the Dominican Republic, the 77-year-old designer’s retreat is based on an 18th-
century design. Created by Cuban architect Ernesto Buch, it is made from local materials and has recently been refurbished. The distinctive roof 

evokes the sugar cane with which local fishermen once built their lodgings. Right: Oscar, wearing a trademark white linen ensemble
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Above and left: The distinctive main hall, presided over by a large mirror, exudes island allure thanks to the hurricane lamps, ceiling fans and 
wicker sofas and chairs that are characteristic of the region. Twin shelves house a slew of books as well as an elegant porcelain collection – 

the centrepiece displaying spectacular coral dates back to the Ming dynastyOscar owns an 
apartment in the heart 
of New York City and  

a sprawling Connecticut 
farm. But this retreat in 
his Dominican homeland 

is the favourite of all 
his homes

T he natural world that surrounds 
us is beautiful, and it’s important 

to experience that inside, too.” 
That’s how 77-year-old design legend 
Oscar de la Renta describes his 
personal retreat, nestled amidst the 
idyllic landscapes of his homeland, 
the Dominican Republic. 

Blessed with stunning views of the 
Caribbean, the bright, breezy 
mansion, located in the exclusive 
resort of Punta Cana, has recently 
been renovated in chic island style.

Based on an 18th -centur y 

Englishman’s design, the house, 
created by Cuban architect Ernesto 
Buch, took just a year to complete. 
Intended to complement i t s 
paradis iaca l  surroundings  –  
turquoise waters, endless white 
beaches with sugar-fine sand, and 
acres of towering palms – it’s made 
from natural materials from the 
island such as coralline stone and 
the sugar cane after which the area 
was named. 

The roof of the two-storey house 
evokes those of the lodgings of the 

first fishermen and inhabitants of 
the island, while inside, the colours 
on the walls – rich blues, soft 
pistachio greens, vibrant yellows – 
reflect the colours of the country: 
vivid, intense and full of life.

The infinity swimming pool seems 
an extension of the breathtaking 
seascape that the house overlooks. 
“The best blue in the world is that of 
the sky and sea around this island on 
which I was born,” he says.

Also part of the estate, are a 
greenhouse, two kitchens – one for 

its owners and another for the staff 
– and several guest rooms, and 
friends from all over the world, such 
as the Clintons, have come to stay. 

This dream-like property, though, 
is just one in the de la Renta 
portfolio; he and his wife Annette 
also own a Connecticut country 
house as well as a luxury apartment 
in New York. But to the designer, 
whose own creations are adored by 
A - l i s t e r s  l i k e  S a r a h  J e s s i c a 
Parker, Eva Mendes and US 
Secretary of State Hillary 

s

6 7



8

Clinton, who wore de la Renta 
for her daughter Chelsea’s recent 
wedding, “The Caribbean is my 
home and this is my place, the 
one I’ve chosen.”

Indeed, it’s in Punta Cana,  
making fewer phone calls, 
working on his new creations in 
the warm open air, that he feels 
most at ease. “I must admit, I’m 
in this house more and more,” 
says the designer, “I come and go 
a lot, but I feel very at home 
here.”

His island neighbours in 
the exclusive enclave also 

Stately columns, exposed beams 
and open-air living spaces add to 
the charm of the house, where a 
famously cordial Oscar is known 
to entertain friends, neighbours 
and even the staff. “You can be 
having dinner with him and then 
he’ll go back into the kitchen and 
play dominoes with everyone who 
prepared the meal,” US Vogue 
editor Anna Wintour once revealed

The Clintons are amongst the guests who 
have enjoyed the picturesque retreat, 
while stars like Mikhail Baryshnikov 

and Julio Iglesias live nearby
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“The best blue in the world is that 
of the sky and sea around this 

island,” says Oscar, whose pool 
blends seamlessly into the 

breathtaking seascape

The enticing infinity 
pool seems an 

extension of the 
pristine waters 

 of the Caribbean
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Right: the coral collection. Above: 
a bright and airy bedroom in 
vibrant yellow. Below left: a 
bathroom, with classic touches 

such as a claw-foot tub

include crooning legend Julio 
Iglesias and dance icon Mikhail 
Baryshnikov. And Don Oscar, as 
he’s called locally, is famously 
amiable, liking nothing more than 
to sit down with friends, family and 
even staff for nightly games of 
dominoes. 

“You can be having dinner with 
Oscar and the Clintons... then he’ll 
go back into the kitchen and play 
dominoes with everyone who 
prepared the meal,” US Vogue 
editor Anna Wintour told New York 
magazine. 

Only a coral wall separates his 
home from that of his great friend 
Julio. “He is more like a brother 
than a neighbour to me,” says 
Oscar, who is godfather to Julio’s 
son Miguel Alejandro, christened 
in the private chapel of the 
designer’s estate.

Meanwhile, Oscar’s home’s leafy 

grounds provide an open space for 
the many beloved rescue dogs that 
he and Annette have adopted, and 
let him satisfy one of his other 
passions – gardening. Reportedly 
prone to do his own weeding, he 
tends indigenous trees and fragrant 
flowers such as gardenia and 
jasmine. 

One of the things the couturier 
loves most about his favourite 
place,  though, is  the way i t 
inspires him. He infuses the spirit 
of his native land in his clothing 
d e s i g n s ,  w h i c h  a r e  a l w a y s 
sophisticated and colourful, and 
often based on baroque influences 
that reflect the exoticism of the 
Dominican Republic as well as 
that of India, the Far East and 
Mexico. 

Similarly, his Oscar de la Renta 
Home collection borrows favourite 
looks from his many properties – 

inc luding ,  o f  course ,  h i s 
Dominican hideaway.  

“Oscar has such a wonderful 
sensibility when it comes to 
architecture and line,” the home 
line’s creative director, Miles 
Redd, has said. “He’s just a 
wonderful designer when it 
comes to almost anything, 
whether a menu, a house, a 
dress... It’s a sensibility that is just 
innate style.”

Just as Oscar once declared, 
“My job is to dress every woman,” 
he believes “every home should 
be welcoming, an oasis” . To that 
end his decor collection is 
a mix of luxe textiles, woven 

Many of the details — such as a gallery-like coral 
display which adorns the staircase — allude to the 

beachfront mansion’s natural surroundings
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Oscar has aimed to make his home a place where one can really unwind, a philosophy reflected in the soothing bedrooms (above and opposite) 
and spa-like bathrooms. (An example, below right). The clothing designer has expanded his elegant brand with the Oscar de la Renta Home 

collection, inspired by the furnishings in his own houses, including woven cane pieces that evoke the handiwork of Caribbean artisans

The home’s beautiful 
colour palette reflects 
the island itself: vivid, 

lush and full of life
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Above: the grounds provide 
plenty of scope for Oscar to 
indulge in one of his greatest 
passions – gardening. Left: the 
pagoda-style chapel where the 
designer’s close fr iend and 
neighbour, Julio Iglesias, baptised 

one of his younger children

c a n e  p i e c e s  e m u l a t i n g 
Caribbean handiwork and 
antique-inspired furnishings 
that are replicas of those he has 
at home.

But ties to his native land are 
not  just  a  case of  des ign 
inspiration – his heart remains 
there as well. The fashion legend, 
who has an adopted son, Moises 
de la Renta, who is now in his 
twenties, has funded several 
orphanages in the Dominican 
Republic, helping to ensure 
medical care, education and 
food to the poorest children on 
the island. 

Despite all the glamour, the 
c a t w a l k  s h o w s ,  a n d  t h e 
international expansion of his 
brand, Oscar has never 
forgotten his island roots. H
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